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 Civics & American Government Unit 5 - How to Win Elections and Influence Voters 

 

 

Unit Focus 

 

Essential to the health of the American political system is an active and informed electorate. Throughout this unit, students will take an introspective journey through the political system, 

reflecting on their own roles as active participants in the election process. Beyond the historical components of voting and voter rights, student focus will be to investigate the factors which 

influence an individual's political attitudes and actions to better understand voter behavior. Students will question and research political, economic, social, and geographic influences on voter 

behavior. In addition, a comprehensive look at political parties and their platforms will guide students as they dissect the structure and elements of elections, the campaign process, and campaign 

finance. With a focus on the Presidential election, students will break down elements of the Electoral College system and effectively analyze what is required to both manage and win a 

Presidential campaign. Students will be able to recognize and assess many factors, including the role of the media, which influence the political process and voter consensus. Through inquiry and 

informed action, students will apply concepts from the unit and manage a campaign which looks to develop a political approach to a contemporary civic issue.  

 

 

 

STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 

Common Core Standards 

History/Social Studies : 11 
919804 Reading History 
919805 Key Ideas and Details 
919809 Craft and Structure 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the 

same historical event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence. 
919813 Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both 

primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting 

discrepancies among sources. 
919819 Writing History & Science 
919837 Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple 

authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 

strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and 

audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 

avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard 

format for citation. 
Performance Standards 

Social Studies : 11 
1011233 DIMENSION 1: DEVELOPING QUESTIONS & PLANNING INQUIRY 

T1 Pose and pursue question(s) to better understand an issue and draw conclusions or seek patterns 

based on a synthesis of evidence (Analyzing) 

T2 Understand roles in communities and how to propose and/or create change in communities based on 

important issues(Citizenship) 
 

MEANING 

UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 The health of a democracy relies on people's 

active and appropriate participation. 

U2 Economics shape the ideas, choices, and actions 

of individuals and groups. 

U3 The expansion and redistribution of the human 

population affects patterns of political choice and 

participation. 

U4 Individuals and groups create change based on 

action and the spread of ideas. 

 

Q1 What does it mean to be a citizen? 

 

Q2 Why is it important for me to be an active 

participant in my community? 

 

Q3 How do we use and create tools (maps, graphs, 

globes. etc.) to learn about our world? 

 

Q4 How do I develop an argument to convince 

others to see my point of view/course of 

action/conclusion? 
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

• INQ.9--12.5 Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in answering 

compelling and supporting questions, taking into consideration multiple points of view 

represented in the sources, the types of sources available and the potential uses of the 

sources. 
1011239 DIMENSION 2: APPLYING DISCIPLINARY CONCEPTS & TOOLS 
1011240 Civics 
• CIV.9--12.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with attention to 

various theories of democracy, changes in Americans' participation over time, and 

alternative models from other countries, past and present. 
• CIV.9--12.11 Use appropriate deliberative processes in multiple settings. 
1011270 Geography 
• GEO.9--12.8 Evaluate the impact of economic activities and political decisions on 

spatial patterns within and among urban, suburban and rural regions. 
1011283 History 
• HIST.9--12.5 Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue to shape people's 

perspectives. 
1011301 DIMENSION 3: EVALUATING SOURCES & USING EVIDENCE 
• INQ.9--12.6 Gather relevant information from multiple sources representing a wide 

range of views while using the origin, authority, structure, context and corroborative 

value of the sources to guide the selection. 
1011306 DIMENSION 4: COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS & TAKING 

INFORMED ACTION 
• INQ.9--12.11 Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear 

or non-linear), examples and details with significant and pertinent information and data, 

while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its purpose 

(e.g., cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical). 
• INQ.9--12.10 Construct arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with 

evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary 

weaknesses. 
 

 

Student Growth and Development 21st Century Capacities Matrix 

Critical Thinking 
• Analyzing: Students will be able to examine information/data/evidence to make 

inferences and identify possible underlying assumptions, patterns, and relationships.  
Global Thinking 
• Citizenship: Students will be able to identify and contribute to critical issues in 

society in an ethical and responsible manner. 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 

KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 the factors that influence an individual's political 

attitudes and actions 

K2 how voting, the right to vote, and voting 

behavior both impact and are influenced by various 

factors 

K3 how the platforms of major American political 

parties both shape and reflect political, economic, 

and social interests 

K4 the structure and elements of the election 

process (with a focus on the Presidential Election) 

K5 methods of campaigning and the impact of 

media influence 

K6 Vocabulary: voter apathy, public opinion, 

political party, political action committee, primaries, 

caucuses, nomination, conventions, electors, 

electoral college, campaign finance, interest groups, 

lobbying, slogans  
 

S1 determining sources that consider alternate 

perspectives 

S2 analyzing the role of citizens and democracy in 

the US political system 

S3 analyzing the use of appropriate deliberative 

processes 

S4 analyzing historical contexts 

S5 evaluating the relationship between geography 

and elections 

S6 gathering relevant information from sources 

S7 constructing arguments to persuade, using 

claims and evidence from multiple sources 

S8 constructing explanations with reasoning and 

purpose 

S9 integrating information from diverse sources 
 

 


