
Madison Public Schools | June 2016 1 
 

 Civics & American Government Unit 6 - Revisiting the Problem 

 

 

Unit Focus 

 

Effective, productive citizens work toward solving problems and addressing issues. They may or may not achieve their long term goals. However, their efforts often pay off by making others 

aware of the situation, by building constituencies who will further move the cause, or by inspiring others to be more engaged. In this reprise of Unit 1, students will return to their initially 

identified problem with a deeper knowledge of the powers and pitfalls of American government. Students have collected artifacts and written journal entries about the connections between each 

unit's materials and their problem, gaining a greater understanding of its background, scope, and overall societal costs. Students will now employ these connections to develop a Civic Action 

Plan (CAP) to affect positive change. This mini unit may also encompass the exam.  

 

 

 

STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 

Common Core Standards 

History/Social Studies : 11 
919819 Writing History & Science 
919820 Text Types and Purposes 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.2 Write 

informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
919833 Production and Distribution of Writing 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.5 Develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what 

is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.6 Use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual 

or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 

including new arguments or information. 
Performance Standards 

Social Studies : 11 
1011239 DIMENSION 2: APPLYING DISCIPLINARY 

CONCEPTS & TOOLS 
1011240 Civics 
• CIV.9--12.15 Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, 

national and international laws to address a variety of public 

 

T1 Develop and communicate an informed argument/explanation using illustrative details and examples based on audience 

and purpose (Presentation) 

T2 Understand roles in communities and how to propose and/or create change in communities based on important issues 

(Perseverance, Citizenship) 
 

MEANING 

UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 

U1 The health of a democracy relies on people's active and 

appropriate participation. 

 

U2 Individuals and groups create change based on action and 

the spread of ideas. 

 

U3 Taking action must be a purposeful, informed, and 

reflective experience. 

 

U4 Successful communication is measured by the degree to 

which it is both appropriately developed for and understood 

by a particular audience. 

 

 

Q1 Why is it important for me to be an active participant in my 

community? 

 

Q2 What are the challenges and potential impacts of taking 

action? 

 

Q3 How do citizens appropriately, responsibly, and effectively 

take action? 

 

Q4 How do I summarize for my target audience what I have 

found? 
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

issues. 
• CIV.9--12.9 Apply civic virtues and democratic principles when 

working with others. 
1011306 DIMENSION 4: COMMUNICATING CONCLUSIONS 

& TAKING INFORMED ACTION 
• INQ.9--12.16 Assess options for individual and collective action 

to address local, regional and global problems by engaging in 

self-reflection, strategy identification and complex causal 

reasoning. 
• INQ.9--12.17 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic 

strategies and procedures to make decisions and take action in 

their classrooms, schools, and out-of-school civic contexts. 
 

 

Student Growth and Development 21st Century Capacities 

Matrix 

Collaboration/Communication 
• Presentation: Students will be able to relay information and 

ideas to an authentic audience (other than the teacher) to promote 

collective understanding. 
Self-Direction 
• Perseverance: Students will be able to identify problem(s) and 

use appropriate strategies to continue toward a desired goal. 
Global Thinking 
• Citizenship: Students will be able to identify and contribute to 

critical issues in society in an ethical and responsible manner. 
 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 

KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 The roles and responsibilities of citizenship 

K2 The connection between effective, productive citizenship 

and civic action 

K3 Elements of the American democratic system which can 

be employed to forward a solution to a chosen problem 

K4 Impact of public policy 

K5 Obstacles faced when pursuing and implementing civic 

action and change and methods to overcome these obstacles 
 

S1 collaborating with a group using civic virtues and 

democratic principles 

S2 addressing public issues 

S3 assessing options for individual and collective action 

S4 applying deliberative and democratic strategies to take 

action 

S5 writing informative/explanatory texts 

S6 developing and strengthening writing 

S7 using technology to produce and share written products 
 

 


