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 Mandarin 3 - Unit 4 - Travel Around the World 
 

 

Unit Focus 
Unit 4 of Mandarin 3 will give the students exposure to the world. Students will learn what kind of items they will need to travel around the world and especially to China or Taiwan. On top of more 
landmarks, modes of travel will be reexamined. Students will expand their knowledge of the geography of China. 

Grammatically, students will be introduced to two new tense ideas: The future tense and completed past action.  

The unit will culminate in students acting as a travel agent, creating an itinerary from Madison, CT through some famous sites in China, and back to Madison. 
 

STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 

World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (All) 
C.1 COMMUNICATION - Communicate effectively in more 
than one language in order to function in a variety of 
situations and for multiple purposes 
• C.1.2 Interpretive Communication: Learner understand, 
interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 
variety of topics 
• C.1.3 Presentational Communication: Learners present 
information, concepts, and ideas to inform explain, 
persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or viewers 
C.2 CULTURES - Interact with cultural competence and 
understanding 
• C.2.1 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the 
cultures studied. 
C.3 CONNECTIONS - Connect with other disciplines and 
acquire information and diverse perspectives in order to use 
the language to function in academic and career related 
situations 
• C.3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: 
Learners access and evaluate information and diverse 
perspectives that are available through the language and its 
cultures 

T1 Gather information from a variety of resources and perspectives to build cultural context. 
 
T2 Produce clear and coherent statements through attention to detail (e.g., purpose, task, audience, appropriate vocabulary, sentence 
structure) 
 
T3 Read, listen, or view text to comprehend information and identify what's important and/or personally meaningful. 

MEANING 
UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 Effective communicators make linguistic choices about how to 
deliver their message. (Presentational Communication) 
 
U2 The examination of cultural products and practices creates 
opportunities to better understand and appreciate another culture and 
its people. 
 
U3 Comparison of cultural products and practices with our own 
creates opportunities to better understand and appreciate each culture 
and its people. 
 
U4 One can use language skills to pursue personal interests and 
broaden his/her opportunities. 

Q1 How does the target language/culture compare and contrast 
with my own? How do I use that comparison to connect with 
people? 

Q2 Is what I'm saying understood? 

Q3 How do I plan for travel in a country I have never visited 
before? 
 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 
KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 Vocabulary - attractions/landmarks: 西安，上海，北京， 桂林，长
城，紫禁城，兵马俑，天坛，颐和园，台北，香港， 东京， 成都 

S1 Speaking about past, present, and future activities.  
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
C.4 COMPARISONS - Develop insight into the nature of 
language and culture in order to interact with cultural 
competence 
• C.4.2 Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to 
investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
C.5 COMMUNITIES - Communicate and interact with 
cultural competence in order to participate in multilingual 
communities at home and around the world 
• C.5.1 School and Global Communities: Learners use the 
language both within and beyond the classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their community and the globalized 
world. 
• C.5.2 Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on 
their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement. 
 
 
Student Growth and Development 21st Century 
Capacities Matrix 
Critical Thinking 
• Synthesizing: Students will be able to thoughtfully 
combine information/data/evidence, concepts, texts, and 
disciplines to draw conclusions, create solutions, and/or 
verify generalizations for a given purpose. 
Collaboration/Communication 
• Product Creation: Students will be able to effectively use a 
medium to communicate important information (findings, 
ideas, feelings, issues, etc.) for a given purpose. 
 

 
K2 Vocabulary - travel plans: 
旅行，打算，暑假，参加，一些，地方，一起，玩儿，拍照片，开

玩笑，英俊，已经，当然，担心，迷路，不过，不用，短裤， 机票，机场，
护照，照片，办， 行程，过夜，从，出发， 参观 
 
K3 Grammar: Future (要) Tense + Completed Action (好了) 
 
K4 Vocabulary related to travel items for a trip 
 

S2 Planning a trip for yourself and others 

S3 Speaking, writing, and typing correct Chinese characters and 
pinyin.  

S4 Discussing the importance of cultural landmarks and history 
of Chinese attractions 

 

 

 
 


