	Research Steps

	Step 1:   Task Definition:  

	1A.   What I already know about my topic.

I will be creating a _____________________________________ on 

____________________________________________________________________ 



	1B.  I have specific research questions.  The answers will help me understand my topic better.
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	Step 2: Information Seeking Strategies                           

	     KEYWORDS 

Use these words in books and computer indexes to find information.




	Step 3: Location and Access

	1. Use Destiny catalog to find books in Polson LMC

2. Use iCONN databases to access current magazine and newspaper articles and historical and biographical databases.
· Go to www.polsonmiddleschool.org 

· Click on Library Media Center
· Click on iCONN
· Click on Polson Middle School (from home click on Try This)
· Click on Select iCONN Resources
· For Magazines and Journals select InfoTrac Junior or Student Edition 
For biographical information select Biography in Context or Discovering Collection
For historical information select U.S. History in Context or Discovering Collection
3. Use websites that are current, valid, and unbiased 
· Prefer sites that end in .edu - educational and .org – organization but be careful of student work or bias from a particular organization on those sites

· .gov and .mil – generally reliable but be careful of politically sensitive materials

· .com – commercial – often trying to sell you something or people pay to have information posted there

· look for the professional affiliation of the author

For more detailed instructions see Research Cheat Sheet on the Polson Media Center webpage.


	Step 4:  Use of Information                       

	Checklist

· You used keywords to access accurate, reliable information
· Your notes answer your research questions and/or prompt new questions
· You have paraphrased, reinterpreted and restated the information from their original sources
· Your notes include quotations you may use in your final product
· You have developed a system to link the facts back to the resource from which they were taken

	Step 5: Synthesis                                                                             

	· You have enough information to create an outline on your topic 
· You can effectively use your notes to create your final product

	Step 6:  Evaluation

	You have reflected on your work and have met all the requirements of your teacher.


