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 Grade 12 - Literature and Film: Unit 2 - Beginnings of Adaptation 
 

 

Unit Focus 
In the prior unit, students discussed various cinematic techniques in order to analyze film. In this unit, students will consider these techniques in analyzing film adaptations of literature. They will 
start the unit by reviewing how to perform a close reading of a text. They will build on that knowledge by considering how directors choose to convey the same meanings as authors. Students will 
read multiple texts, analyze them, and consider how to go about adapting them to film. Students will focus on considering the choices a director makes when he/she adapts a piece of literature to the 
screen and consider how a director can choose to emphasize a specific interpretation of a narrative through his/her adaptation. They will explore how one narrative can be taken in two entirely 
different directions through the use of adaptation. Furthermore, students will evaluate successes and shortcomings of the choices directors make.  

 
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 
Common Core Standards 
English Language Arts: 12 
919558 Reading Literature 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or 
more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact 
of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how 
the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or language that is 
particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an 
author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts 

T1 Evaluate the author’s message and purpose, citing text evidence to support conclusions. 
 
T2 Compare and contrast literary patterns across texts to engage with traditional characters, motifs and lessons. 
 
T3 Identify and critique the merit and purpose of a text, citing craft, structure and organization to justify opinion.  

MEANING 
UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 Directors can focus an adaptation on a specific aspect of a text; as 
such, there can be different adaptations of the same text. 

U2 Cinematic techniques can be used to convey the same points as 
literary techniques. 

U3 Films do not have to be direct adaptations of literature (though 
they can be). 

U4 Readers support their conclusions (inferences and 
interpretations) by citing evidence within the text. 

U5 We evaluate film adaptations to determine how well they depict 
and convey the messages of the original source material. 

Q1 How does a director decide what to include in an adaptation? 

Q2 What is the best way to visually represent literary 
techniques? 

Q3 How do a director's choices in making an adaptation 
influence our interpretation of the story? 
 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 
KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 Elements of a close reading: characterization, mood, tone, theme, 
symbolism, imagery, intended audience, purpose 

S1 How to perform a close reading of a text 

S2 How to utilize a close reading to prepare and analyze a film 
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute 
to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic 
impact. 
919579 Writing 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from 
literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 
and research. 
919597 Language 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of 
language to understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and 
to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify 
the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.5 Demonstrate 
understanding of figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 
 
 
Student Growth and Development 21st Century 
Capacities Matrix 
Critical Thinking 
• Analyzing: Students will be able to examine 
information/data/evidence to make inferences and identify 
possible underlying assumptions, patterns, and 
relationships.  
• Synthesizing: Students will be able to thoughtfully 
combine information/data/evidence, concepts, texts, and 
disciplines to draw conclusions, create solutions, and/or 
verify generalizations for a given purpose. 

K2 How cinematic techniques correspond with literary techniques 

K3 Questions to consider when evaluating a film adaptation of 
literature  
 

adaptation 

S3 Determining how an adaptation can focus on a specific 
interpretation of a literary text 

S4 Synthesizing multiple interpretations of a single text in order 
to determine which adaptation choices are the most effective 

S5 Evaluating a film adaptation of literature 
 

 

 


