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Unit 3 READING – Reading to Learn 

Overview 
Kindergarten readers learned about headings, captions, photos, table of contents and glossaries as they engaged with informational texts.  
They know how to learn from an author and figure out the main idea and details.  Students will dive into non-fiction through the lens of 
questioning, learning and discovering.  Students will compare and contrast how-to, all about and narrative non-fiction books and ask 
questions to figure out how the author’s main idea and supporting details provide an organizational structure for readers.  Readers will 
actively engage with an author while they wonder, question, learn and evaluate. Students move toward more independence and problem 
solving in their everyday reading life during this unit.  Students will choose just right books that they can read and learn from.  They will 
fill their baskets with many high-interest books about animals, science, math and social studies topics from the class library, the multiple 
copy collection and the school library.  
 
Reading Skills: Questioning, Synthesizing 
21st Century Capacities:  Problem Identification, Synthesizing 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 
Identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 
Describe the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 
 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers. 

(Synthesizing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Problem 

Identification) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. 

(Synthesizing) 
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks 
down. 

2. Readers use text structures and features to 
understand, question, and interpret text. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & address  
these recurring questions:  
A. What does the author want me to learn? 
B. Why should I talk and listen to others?  How does 

my talking and listening change the way I think? 
The way others think? 

C. Theme: What is the author giving me to help me 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/3/
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Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.4 
Ask and answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.5 
Know and use various text features (e.g., 
headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.6 
Distinguish between information provided 
by pictures or other illustrations and 
information provided by the words in a 
text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7 
Use the illustrations and details in a text 
to describe its key ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.8 
Identify the reasons an author gives to 
support points in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.9 
Identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same 
topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures). 

3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

4. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers use  the text structures 
and author’s craft to learn from and 
question a text 

learn more and more? Do I still have questions? 
What can I do to find answers? 

 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
 

Vocabulary: Informational, Nonfiction, 
Main Idea, Detail, text structures: 
question and answer, compare/contrast, 
how-to/procedures, non-fiction text 
features: title, table of contents, index, 
glossary, bold words, captions, maps, 
charts, tables, graphs, timelines, label 

 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Using a RAN Chart to question the text before, 

during and after reading. 
2. Identifying the topic of an informational book. 
3. Answering questions by reading on, rereading and 

using text features. 
4. Identifying the main idea of an informational text. 
5. Using pictures, text and text features to figure out 

the meaning of new vocabulary words. 
6. Comparing the content of two books about the same 

topic to identify similarities and differences. 
7. Using a RAN Chart to track changes in thinking 

while reading (synthesizing) 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/9/



