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Unit 5 READING – Reading Rocks the Stage 

Overview 
 
This unit is a celebration of first grade reading growth with an emphasis on performance and collaboration. Students will revisit loved 
characters, tackle more complex texts with characters and learn how to analyze a scene and bring it to life as a performance.  In this unit, 
students will try many interpretations of scenes, question alternate views and use gestures, voice and narrators to help their readers 
understand the stories.  Students will take part in this reader’s theater without elaborate sets or costumes.  Students to be creative and 
expressive using only the simplest props to help convey meaning to their audience. 
 
Reading Skills: Envisioning, Analyzing 
21st Century Capacities: Product Creation, Collective Intelligence 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 
Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 1 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics 
and texts under discussion). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B 
Build on others' talk in conversations by 
responding to the comments of others 
through multiple exchanges. 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers. 

(collective intelligence, product creation) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Collective 

Intelligence) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Product 

Creation) 
  

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks down. 
2. Readers use text structures and features to 

understand, question, and interpret text. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What is this text really about? What’s the real 

problem here? 
B. What clues help me know this character on the 

inside and outside? How can I bring that 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/b/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 
Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is 
not understood. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 
Identify words and phrases in stories or 
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.5 
Explain major differences between books 
that tell stories and books that give 
information, drawing on a wide reading of 
a range of text types. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.6 
Identify who is telling the story at various 
points in a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.4 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency 
to support comprehension. 

3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

4. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers use  their voices and bodies 
to tell a story. 

6. Theme: Group members have jobs and roles 
in a performance.  They work together to 
include and support each other. 
 

character to life as an actor? 
C. Are there other ways to play this scene? 
D. Theme: Why collaborate?  What’s my role in 

this performance and how can we be successful 
together? 

 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Actors use scripts to perform plays 
2. Content Vocabulary: Script, Play, Narrator, 

Scenery, Envisionment, Visualizing, 
Interpreting, character, inference, soundtrack, 
mood, gesture, expression,  

 

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Acting out scenes. 
2. Reading scenes closely to interpret gestures, 

faces and voices. 
3. Projecting voice expressively and clearly. 
4. Using face and body to convey meaning when 

acting. 
5. Rereading to develop expressive reading. 
6. Evaluating the quality of a text using 

characteristics of the genre to support stance. 
7. Reading a script with a group. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/4/



