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Unit 3 READING - Author Study: Cynthia Rylant 
Overview 

 
Students will be immersed in the work of Cynthia Rylant to model how writers choose topics from everyday experiences and write about 
them in many ways.  Readers will work collaboratively to make important connections between Rylant texts and the problems and 
feelings characters experience.  Students will take part in guided reading and independent reading.   
 
Reading Skills:  Making Connections, Interpreting 
21st Century Capacities:  Analyzing, Synthesizing 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 
Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and challenges. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.4 
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., 
regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 
repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.5 
Describe the overall structure of a story, 
including describing how the beginning 
introduces the story and the ending 
concludes the action. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.6 
Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including by speaking 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers 

(Analyzing, Synthesizing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a shared text. (Analyzing, 

Synthesizing) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Analyzing, 

Synthesizing) 
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Readers use character actions, feelings and 

thoughts to interpret traits. 
2. Critical readers reflect on and question the 

text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

3. Readers support and elaborate on their 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What is this text really about? How do I know? 
B. How is my ongoing collaboration with other 

readers influencing my thinking? 
C. Theme: How do territories drive an author? 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/6/
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in a different voice for each character 
when reading dialogue aloud. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 
Use information gained from the 
illustrations and words in a print or digital 
text to demonstrate understanding of its 
characters, setting, or plot. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.B 
Build on others' talk in conversations by 
linking their comments to the remarks of 
others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1.C 
Ask for clarification and further 
explanation as needed about the topics 
and texts under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.4.A 
Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 
 
 

interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema) 

4. Readers set goals for themselves as writers 
by studying the work of mentor authors. 

5. Theme: Readers analyze an author's’ 
collected works in order to interpret what is 
truly important to the author. 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Readers compare texts to see what is the 

same and what is different. 
2. An author’s collection of works shows what 

topics and ideas are important to them. 
3. Authors are influenced by the people, places, 

things, and problems that are important to 
them. 

4. Families and homes are varied.   
5. Content Vocabulary: interpreting, 

perspective, point of view, personal 
connection, text to text connection, setting, 
author’s message, theme, figurative 
language, repeating line, simile, metaphor  
descriptive language, sensory details, 
envisionment, Appalachia, coal mining, life 
cycle 

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Creating character time lines; 
2. Visualizing 
3. Identifying character feelings 
4. Comparing and contrasting characters, settings, 

ideas and messages over multiple texts; 
5. Making personal, text to text and text to world 

connections; 
6. Using close reading to Interpret descriptive and  

figurative language;  
7. Describing how characters in a story respond to 

major events and challenges 
 
 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/2/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/2/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/2/4/a/



