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Unit 1 WRITING - Ownership: Writers Have A Voice Writer’s Notebook 
Overview 

 
Third grade students will arrive as writers who craft small moments with detail and description. They are experienced in using a writer’s 
notebook and the writing process to create powerful writing in a variety of genres.  The launch will focus on the power a writer’s voice 
projects – as students find ways their own writing can impact the lives of others and call an audience to action.  This unit focuses on 
creating writers who use their notebooks productively to gather, mine and experiment with writing topics and analyze their own work to 
set goals and work hard on revision to raise the level of their narrative writing craft. 
 
 
21st Century Capacities: Reflection, Imagining 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3 Write 
narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3a Establish a 
situation and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3b Use dialogue 
and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and 
feelings to develop experiences and events 
or show the response of characters to 
situations. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3c Use temporal 
words and phrases to signal event order. 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Evaluate writing using a variety of tools and mentor writing to identify areas of strength and set goals 

for future development (Reflection) 
2. Generate and capture ideas (e.g., from mentor authors, personal experiences) to explore in writing 

(Imagining, Reflection) 
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will 
understand that: 
 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. In what areas do I need to grow as a writer? How 

can I take action (e.g., goal-setting, topic 
generation)? 

B. How do I capture ideas that are important to me? 
What ideas are worth growing? How do I do that 
in my writing? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/3/c/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.4 With guidance 
and support from adults, produce writing in 
which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task and purpose. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.5 With guidance 
and support from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1-3 up to and 
including grade 3 here.) 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.6 With guidance 
and support from adults, use technology to 
produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.10 Write 
routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Acquisition: 

Students will know…  
 
1. Writers gather and try new things in their 

notebooks. 
2. Writers talk about their stories before they 

write them. 
3. Vocabulary: Writing Process, Plan, Draft, 

Revise, Edit, Publish, Reflect, Goals, 
Collaborate, Writing Partner, Writer’s  
Notebook, Narrative, 
Informational/Expository, Persuasive 
Memoir, Sensory Details, Setting, 
Characters, Dialogue, Problem, Solution, 
Internal Conflict, External Conflict, 
Adventure, Conclusion, Lead/Beginning, 
Suspense, Mood, Visualize, Predict, 
Questions, Wonderings, Paragraph, 
Transition, Writing Craft, Narrative Writing 
Moves, Risk Taking , Critical Reflection, 
Writing Conference, Inspiration, Territories, 
Small Moments/Snapshots/Scenes, 
Message, Audience, Purpose, Topic, 
TMAP, voice 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Self-selecting topics that are important to them. 
2. Self-monitoring for clarity.  
3. Writing narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences. 
4. Using dialogue and descriptions of actions, 

thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and 
events or show the response of characters to 
situations. 

5. Using the writing process to plan, draft, revise, 
edit, publish and reflect. 

6. Using a checklist to plan and revise. 
7. Engaging effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions.  
8. Working productively as a writing partner  
 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/10/



