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Unit 2 READING - Realistic Fiction: Characters Across Series 
Overview 

 
In this unit, students explore the techniques that writers use to breathe life into realistic fiction. Students will focus on how authors and 
characters make readers think about problems and solve them.  The work of inferring and interpretation will help writers develop 
internally developed characters who get in and out of trouble. A high volume of reading is the most important goal as they engage with 
characters to get to know them well and to understand how the characters they read about are the same and different from themselves and 
people they know.   
 
Reading Skills: Visualizing, Inferring 
21st Century Capacities: Analyzing, Alternate Perspectives 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1 Ask and 
answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount 
stories, including fables, folktales, and 
myths from diverse cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through key 
details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe 
characters in a story (e.g., their traits, 
motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of 
events 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.5 Refer to parts 
of stories, dramas, and poems when 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers 

(Analyzing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Alternate 

Perspectives) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Analyzing) 
4. Generate and capture ideas to explore in writing. 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will 
understand that: 
 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks down. 
2. Readers use text structures and features to 

understand, question, and interpret text. 
3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 

text, consider different perspectives to 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What is this text really about? What’s the real 

problem here? 
B. How does the character change throughout the 

story?  
C. Theme: How do the characters’ conflict, actions, 

and motivations reveal meaning? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/5/
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writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds 
on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6 Distinguish 
their own point of view from that of the 
narrator and the characters. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.7 Explain how 
specific aspects of a text’s illustrations 
contribute to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1c Ask 
questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and 
link comments to the remarks of others. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1d Explain own 
ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.2 Determine the 
main ideas and supporting details of a text 
read aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.3 Ask and 
answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.4 Report on a 
topic or text, tell a story, or recount an 
experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, speaking 
clearly at an understandable pace. 

examine author’s message. 
4. Readers support and elaborate on their 

interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers learn about themselves and 
others through the examination of characters 
and problems. 

 

 
 

Acquisition: 
Students will know… 
  
1. The role of illustrations in a story and how 

they contribute to the mood of the setting or 
characters; 

2. How to identify first person, second person, 
third person point of view 

3. Words to describe mood 
4. The difference between internal and 

external conflict 
5. Different types of figurative language 
6. Content Vocabulary: Empathy, transition, 

unassigned dialogue, sensory details, 
inference, Question Answer Relationship, 
character trait, narrative, text structure, 
summary, close reading, realistic  fiction, 
historical fiction, theme, figurative 
language, simile, metaphor, idiom, sequel, 
series, negative character trait, positive 
character  
 

Students will be skilled at… 
 
1. Previewing a book to determine if it is realistic 

fiction and explaining why; 
2. Identifying important information related to the 

story elements (setting, characters, problem, 
events, solution) while reading; 

3. Summarizing a text based on the important 
information for each story element;  

4. Asking questions to clarify or enhance 
understanding about a character’s actions and 
motives; 

5. Making inferences to describe a character and 
explain why s/he changed in a story; 

6. Preparing  and citing evidence to support ideas; 
7. Asking and seeking the answers to questions 

before, during and after reading; 
8. Close reading to understand unassigned dialogue; 
9. Using text structure and character traits to predict 

the outcome of a narrative;  
10. Justifying predictions using evidence; 
11. Bringing knowledge from personal experiences to 

the interpretation of characters and events; 
12. Explaining how their perspective about characters 

change and why as events in a story unfold; 
 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/3/4/



