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Unit 4 WRITING - Persuasive Writing: Combining persuasive moves to build an argument 
Overview 

As students explore and evaluate biographies to determine the author’s perspectives and form their own opinions, they will work as 
writers to develop and forward their own voices and perspectives as persuasive writers. They will work to convince an audience to join 
them in a cause for change. Working collaboratively to discuss and argue points and counterpoints will help students plan and revise their 
work before creating drafts.  Writers of persuasion think about things they have strong opinions about – students will choose the audience 
most likely to help them make a change and write to different audiences in different ways in order to grow their cause. Students use 
inquiry of persuasive writing from editorials, songs, speeches and letters to help plan and consider opposing arguments as they decide the 
evidence they will include persuading their audience.  
 
21st Century Capacities: Product Creation, Imagining 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2a Introduce a 
topic and group related information 
together; include illustrations when useful 
to aid comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2b Develop the 
topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2c Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, 
more, but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.2d Provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.4 With guidance 
and support from adults, produce writing in 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Generate and capture ideas (e.g., from mentor authors, personal experiences) to explore in writing. 

(Imagining) 
2. Use the writing process to thoughtfully produce and publish with a variety of tools for many 

intended audiences, purposes and messages. (Product Creation) 
Meaning:  

UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

3. Persuasive writers plan their argument and 
evidence with their audience’s perspective 
in mind. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. How do I make my ideas come alive through 

powerful descriptions, use of evidence, and 
appropriate techniques?  

B. How does my audience influence what I write and 
the way I write? 

C. Persuasive Writing: How do I convince my 
audience and make them care about my topic 
enough to take action? 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/4/
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which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task and purpose.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.5 With guidance 
and support from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.6 With guidance 
and support from adults, use technology to 
produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.7 Conduct short 
research projects that build knowledge 
about a topic. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.8 Recall 
information from experiences or gather 
information from print and digital sources; 
take brief notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.10 Write 
routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
 
1. Argument protocol 
2. A petition and how/why it is used 
3. Content Vocabulary: Persuasive, Evidence, 

Reason, Description, Questioning Reader, 
Empathy, Claim, Counterclaim 

 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Self-selecting topics that are important to them. 
2. Note taking 
3. Questioning 
4. Comparing and contrasting information from 

multiple sources 
5. Collaborating with peers to prove their thinking 

with evidence. 
6. Providing evidence to support an opinion 
7. Providing written responses that justify their 

position. 
8. Using narratives moves in persuasive writing 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/10/



