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Unit 1 Reading – Agency and Engagement 

Overview 
First graders will launch into joyful reading with self-reflection, motivation and engagement at the forefront.  First grade readers will set 
goals for themselves as individuals and as a community of readers and writers.  Students arrive ready for workshop with experiences as 
readers and writers from kindergarten.  Students will learn the routines and procedures of readers’ workshop and how to use the class 
library.   Readers will choose a variety of texts across both fiction and informational texts, work on reading fluently, and learn to discuss 
text with others. Students will learn perseverance and cooperation as their literacy community grows.    
 
Reading Skills: Solving Tricky Words, Visualizing 
21st Century Capacities: Reflection, Analyzing    

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 
Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 1 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics 
and texts under discussion). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B 
Build on others' talk in conversations by 
responding to the comments of others 
through multiple exchanges. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers 

(Reflection, Analyzing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a shared text.  
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Analyzing) 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and use 

strategies when meaning breaks down. 
2. Readers are active, reflective problem 

solvers. 
3. Readers grow and change their thinking by 

collaborating. 
4. Theme: Readers choose and read a wide 

variety of texts and genres with a variety of 
purposes to grow and change their thinking.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What does respect look and sound like in a 

community of readers and writers? 
B. How do my choices affect others? How do I 

know I should try something else? 
C. How and why do readers make new goals?  
D. Why should I talk and listen to others?  How 

does my talking and listening change the way I 
think? The way others think? 

E. Theme: What’s a just right book for me right 
now? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
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about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 
Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is 
not understood. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2 
Retell stories, including key details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3 
Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 
Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting, or events. 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Books have levels. Readers don’t.  
2. Vocabulary: Turn and Talk, Story, Fiction, 

Informational, Non-fiction, Narrator, 
Character, Setting, Active Listening, 
Question, Who, What, Where, Why, When, 
How, Consequence, Responsibility, 
Reflection, Stamina, Reading Goal, Just 
Right Book, Checklist,  

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Choosing a just right book. 
2. Turning and Talking 
3. Asking and answering who, what, where, why, 

when and how questions. 
4. Retelling a shared text. 
5. Expressing an opinion about a shared text. 
6. Following classroom routines for transitions. 
7. Sharing a detailed oral picture walk before 

reading a just right text. 
 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/7/
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Unit 1 WRITING – Taking Charge of Our Writing Lives 

Overview 
The arriving first graders are published authors of persuasive, narrative and informational books.  They talked and wrote in great volume, 
using checklists and teacher guidance to set goals to choose topics, revise and edit their work. They are full of stories and news to share 
with audiences.  They tell stories out loud, by acting out and by drawing pictures and share stories and information about what is 
important to them in whole group, small groups and partnerships.  Students have worked to build encoding skills and strategies in 
kindergarten and are familiar with many workshop instructional strategies and routines including turn and talk, interactive writing, 
interactive read aloud and process writing.  Students will develop a joy of trying out new ideas, strategies and feel the reward of writing a 
story to entertain and engage a reader.  Students will bring important photographs to decorate their writing folders or create a map of the 
heart as a way to generate ideas that are really important to them.  They will use pictures to tell oral stories to one another and to then try 
out writing their stories over three pages.  
 
21st Century Capacities: Reflection, Imagining 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
  
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4 
Describe people, places, things, and 
events with relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5 
Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify 
ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5 
With guidance and support from adults, 
focus on a topic, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Evaluate writing to identify areas of strength and set goals for future development (Reflection) 
2. Generate and capture ideas (e.g., from mentor authors, personal experiences) to pursue in future 

writing (Imagining)  
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

3. Theme: Writers use notebooks to notice, 
observe, experiment and reflect. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
A. What stories and ideas do I want to share? 
B. How can I grow as a writer? What goals will 

help me share my ideas with readers? 
C. What tools help me share my ideas and solve 

problems? 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/5/
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strengthen writing as needed. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8 
With guidance and support from adults, 
recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources 
to answer a question. 
 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  

 
1. Vocabulary: Topic, Beginning, Middle, End, 

Who, What, Where, Why, When, How, 
Setting, Characters, Place, Label, Plan, Draft, 
Revise, Picture, Date,  

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Choosing topics about a place, person or action 

to write about. 
2. Orally telling real-life stories with a beginning, 

middle and end. 
3. Drawing a story over three pages to plan. 
4. Adding words to match pictures. 
5. Asking questions to understand another 

student’s story. 
6. Adding pages to a book. 
7. Using letter sounds to write words. 
8. Using word boundaries. 

 
 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/8/
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Unit 2 READING – Characters 

Overview 
 
Readers are choosing books independently and reading with engagement and joy for 20-30 minutes at a time. Students will have the 
opportunity to embrace loved characters as they listen to books and begin to get hooked on series.  Research shows that series readers 
become lifelong readers! Readers will be pointing and reading with their eyes and using their fingers to track only at point of difficulty.  
Readers use multiple strategies for problem solving.  The complexity of stories and character development grows during this unit.  
Readers will encounter more inflectional endings and see more variety in punctuation including quotation marks, commas, exclamation 
points, question marks and ellipses.  
 
Reading Skills: Summarizing, Predicting, Inferring 
21st Century Capacities: Analyzing, Alternate Perspectives 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2 
Retell stories, including key details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3 
Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 
Identify words and phrases in stories or 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers 

(Alternate Perspectives, Analyzing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a shared text. (Analyzing, 

Alternate Perspectives) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Analyzing) 

 
Meaning:  

UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks down. 
2. Readers use character actions, feelings and 

thoughts to interpret traits. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What makes a character loveable? 
B. How are characters the same and different from 

people I know? 
C. Why should I talk and listen to others?  How 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/4/


Grade 1 ELA Curriculum 
 

Madison Public Schools | June 2015 6 
 

poems that suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.D 
Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 
peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and 
adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 
large, gigantic) by defining or choosing 
them or by acting out the meanings. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 
Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting, or events. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.8 
(RL.1.8 not applicable to literature) 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9 
Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4 
Describe people, places, things, and 
events with relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B 
Build on others' talk in conversations by 
responding to the comments of others 
through multiple exchanges. 

3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

4. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers learn about themselves and 
others through the examination of characters 
and problems. 

does my talking and listening change the way I 
think? The way others think? 

D. Theme: What clues help me know this character 
on the inside and outside? 

 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
 
1. Vocabulary: Character, Character Feeling, 

Character Trait, Action, Reaction, Dialogue, 
Important Events, Positive Emotion, 
Negative Emotion, Summary, Retell, 
Prediction, First, Then, Finally, Initiating 
Event, Problem, Solution, Loveable, 
Interesting, 

 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Using somebody wanted, but_____, so _____ to 

summarize a story. 
2. Identifying character feelings. 
3. Retelling a shared story. 
4. Making predictions based on schema and text 

evidence. 
5. Naming character traits based on actions, 

feelings, thoughts and dialogue. 
6. Using accountable talk to discuss ideas about 

texts. 
7. Identifying the most important event in a story. 
8. Acting out scenes in read stories using text 

evidence to match the voices, faces and gestures 
of characters. 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/5/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/b/
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Unit 2 WRITING – Just a Moment, Please 

Overview 
 
Writers will focus on a single moment…zooming right in with words and pictures to make readers feel like they are right there. Writers 
are encouraged to write about one time they did something and include an interesting beginning and ending. They learn to use transition 
words, stretch a story with words and pictures over at least three pages and include details.  Writers will use tools like the word wall and 
quick word dictionaries to fix up spelling, stretch out the sounds of words and to use parts of words they know to spell new words.  
Writers will bring many pieces through the writing process.  As students write, end punctuation, word boundaries, and capital letters will 
be areas of focus in editing.  Writers will be rereading for clarity and editing will be an important strategy for students.   Writers will 
collaborate with partners to act out and orally rehearse important moments.  Reading and writing instruction will continue to integrate 
while students notice how writers develop characters with description and elaboration. In the second part of the unit writers will dive into 
writing small moments stories for the characters they love.    
 
21st Century Capacities: Product Creation, Perseverance 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3 Write 
narratives in which they recount two or 
more appropriately sequenced events 
include some details regarding what 
happened, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide some sense of 
closure. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5 With 
guidance and support from adults, focus 
on a topic, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Generate and capture ideas to pursue in future writing. 
2. Use the writing process to thoughtfully produce and publish with a variety of tools for many intended 

audiences, purposes and messages. (Product Creation, Perseverance) 
  

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
A. How do writers get ideas to write about? 
B. How and why do writers take charge of their 

own work?  
C. How do writers invite readers right into their 

moments? 
D. How and why do writers plan an audience, 

purpose and message for their writing? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/5/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.6 With 
guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and 
publish writing, including in collaboration 
with peers. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8 With 
guidance and support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to 
answer a question. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.1.E Use 
verbs to convey a sense of past, present, 
and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked 
home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I 
will walk home). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.B Use end 
punctuation for sentences. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.E Spell 
untaught words phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and spelling 
conventions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.C Identify 
real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at home that 
are cozy). 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Writers tell, then write their stories. 
2. Small Moment, event, detail, past, present, 

future, sentence, period, exclamation point, 
question mark, edit, revise, checklist, writing 
goal, writing partner, Speech Bubble, 
Feeling, Thought, Action, Movement, 
published,  

 

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Reading stories to peers with expression that 

reflects the meaning in the story. 
2. Using end punctuation. 
3. Using checklists to reflect on growth and goals. 
4. Revising to add actions, thoughts, movement and 

feelings. 
5. Ending a story in the moment. 
6. Beginning a story at the important part. 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/5/c/
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Unit 3 READING – Reading to Learn 

Overview 
Kindergarten readers learned about headings, captions, photos, table of contents and glossaries as they engaged with informational texts.  
They know how to learn from an author and figure out the main idea and details.  Students will dive into non-fiction through the lens of 
questioning, learning and discovering.  Students will compare and contrast how-to, all about and narrative non-fiction books and ask 
questions to figure out how the author’s main idea and supporting details provide an organizational structure for readers.  Readers will 
actively engage with an author while they wonder, question, learn and evaluate. Students move toward more independence and problem 
solving in their everyday reading life during this unit.  Students will choose just right books that they can read and learn from.  They will 
fill their baskets with many high-interest books about animals, science, math and social studies topics from the class library, the multiple 
copy collection and the school library.  
 
Reading Skills: Questioning, Synthesizing 
21st Century Capacities:  Problem Identification, Synthesizing 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2 
Identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 
Describe the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 
 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers. 

(Synthesizing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Problem 

Identification) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. 

(Synthesizing) 
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks 
down. 

2. Readers use text structures and features to 
understand, question, and interpret text. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & address  
these recurring questions:  
A. What does the author want me to learn? 
B. Why should I talk and listen to others?  How does 

my talking and listening change the way I think? 
The way others think? 

C. Theme: What is the author giving me to help me 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/3/
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Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.4 
Ask and answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.5 
Know and use various text features (e.g., 
headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.6 
Distinguish between information provided 
by pictures or other illustrations and 
information provided by the words in a 
text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.7 
Use the illustrations and details in a text 
to describe its key ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.8 
Identify the reasons an author gives to 
support points in a text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.9 
Identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same 
topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures). 

3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

4. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers use  the text structures 
and author’s craft to learn from and 
question a text 

learn more and more? Do I still have questions? 
What can I do to find answers? 

 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
 

Vocabulary: Informational, Nonfiction, 
Main Idea, Detail, text structures: 
question and answer, compare/contrast, 
how-to/procedures, non-fiction text 
features: title, table of contents, index, 
glossary, bold words, captions, maps, 
charts, tables, graphs, timelines, label 

 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Using a RAN Chart to question the text before, 

during and after reading. 
2. Identifying the topic of an informational book. 
3. Answering questions by reading on, rereading and 

using text features. 
4. Identifying the main idea of an informational text. 
5. Using pictures, text and text features to figure out 

the meaning of new vocabulary words. 
6. Comparing the content of two books about the same 

topic to identify similarities and differences. 
7. Using a RAN Chart to track changes in thinking 

while reading (synthesizing) 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/9/
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Unit 3 WRITING – Writers are Teachers 

Overview 
 
Kindergarten students proudly wrote How To and All About books using text features to teach readers. Students will review how-to 
writing.  Students will learn how to add how-to and procedures into their all about books as they transfer their learning and write under 
the influence of mentor authors. Writers will learn how to organize their writing like the authors of the books they are reading and plan a 
main idea with supporting details through the familiar watermelon and seeds metaphor that your writers used to plan their small 
moments.  Writers will begin by thinking about the topics that they are already experts in! Writers will match their topic, audience, 
message and purpose to the product they decide to create. First graders know so much about their own hobbies, activities, homes, rooms, 
sports, nature and families that they can begin writing how-to and all about books right away.  As writers learn more about reading to 
learn they may begin to incorporate some of their reading and research into their later products.  Writers will be encouraged to use and 
add non-fiction text features as they learn more about the genre in reading and write under the influence of mentor authors. Students will 
publish many books during this unit! 
 
21st Century Capacities:  Design, Presentation 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts in 
which they name a topic, supply some 
facts about the topic, and provide some 
sense of closure. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5 
With guidance and support from adults, 
focus on a topic, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.6 
With guidance and support from adults, 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Generate and capture ideas to pursue in writing. 
2. Use the writing process to thoughtfully produce and publish with a variety of tools for many intended 

audiences, purposes and messages. (Design, Presentation) 
Meaning:  

UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

3. Writers plan and use structures to match 
their audience and purpose 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & address  
these recurring questions:  
A. How can I use non-fiction writing to teach readers? 
B. What do I want my readers to learn? 
C. What do non-fiction writers do to help readers learn 

and understand? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/6/
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use a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.7 
Participate in shared research and writing 
projects (e.g., explore a number of "how-
to" books on a given topic and use them 
to write a sequence of instructions). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8 
With guidance and support from adults, 
recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources 
to answer a question. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.A 
Capitalize dates and names of people. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.B 
Use end punctuation for sentences. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.C 
Use commas in dates and to separate 
single words in a series. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.D 
Use conventional spelling for words with 
common spelling patterns and for 
frequently occurring irregular words. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.2.E 
Spell untaught words phonetically, 
drawing on phonemic awareness and 
spelling conventions. 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. There are many kinds of informational 

writing. 
2. Content Vocabulary: Procedural, How-

To, Table of Contents, Warning, 
Glossary, Bold Words, Index, Caption, 
Photo, Diagram, Map, Chart, Time Line, 
Plan, Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish, Reflect, 
Writing Checklist, Compare/Contrast, 
Question and Answer. 

 

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Planning informational books with a main idea and 

details. 
2. Planning, drafting and revising text features to teach 

readers. 
3. Using rereading to restart and clarify writing. 
4. Choosing topics independently. 
5. Writing complete sentences. 
6. Using end punctuation marks accurately and 

consistently. 
7. Using checklists and mentor texts to set goals for 

writing. 
8. Using resources to check spelling of important 

content words. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/2/e/
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Unit 4 READING – Tales 

Overview 
 
First grade students read and learn about animal characters first in our favorite characters unit and then again in our folk and fairy tales 
unit. Though many students are familiar with movie versions of folk and fairy tales and enjoy the genre as a magical princess genre, our 
first grade readers will dive into folk and fairy tales with a more critical lens as you use inquiry and comparing and contrasting of folk 
and fairy tale characters, settings, problems and structure to build on their comprehension and understanding of the genre.  Students will 
focus on the concept of good vs. evil as you explore the flat characters that writers of tales create in the traditional story arc that reveals a 
clear lesson to readers.  They will build a shared understanding of many traditional tales in our first grade curriculum.  They will read 
many versions of the traditional stories and include some funny versions of tales. Your readers will extend their reading powers in a 
variety of genres. Students will set goals for themselves as readers.   
 
Reading Skills: Summarizing, Interpreting 
21st Century Capacities: Analyzing, Alternate Perspectives 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2 
Retell stories, including key details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3 
Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 
Identify words and phrases in stories or 
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses. 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers. 

(Analyzing) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Alternate 

Perspectives) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Analyzing) 

 
Meaning:  

UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
Readers use narrative text structures to 
understand, question, and interpret text. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What is this story really about?  
B. What clues help me know this character on the 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/4/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.5 
Explain major differences between books 
that tell stories and books that give 
information, drawing on a wide reading of 
a range of text types. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.6 
Identify who is telling the story at various 
points in a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 
Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting, or events. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9 
Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.4.A 
Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 
 

1. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

2. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

3. Theme: Readers use patterns in stories and 
characters to understand an author’s 
message. 
 

inside and outside? 
C. Why should I talk and listen to others?  How 

does my talking and listening change the way I 
think? The way others think? 

D. Theme: What character and problem patterns 
help me to learn a lesson from a story?  

Acquisition: 
Students will know… 
  
1. Fairy Tales are a kind of Folk Tale. 
2. Tale characters are flat. 
3. Content Vocabulary: Folk Tale, Fairy Tale, 

Fable, Flat Characters, Hero, Villain, 
Character, Setting, Plot, Narrator, Dialogue, 
Conflict, Problem, Solution, Lesson, Fantasy, 
Traditional Literature, Personification, 
Magic, Good vs. Evil, Trickster, Repeating 
ideas, Happy Ending, retold, plot time line, 
plot mountain, suspense, tone.  

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Retelling read texts. 
2. Identifying the most important event in a story. 
3. Interpreting character traits based on actions, 

thoughts and dialogue. 
4. Reading with fluency and intonation to reflect 

comprehension. 
5. Figuring out the meaning of new words based on 

the context in the story. 
6. Identifying the setting of a story and explaining 

why it is important to the story. 
7. Identifying the lesson in a story. 
8. Using a plot mountain to summarize story 

elements. 
9. Using a plot mountain to interpret story events. 

 
 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/4/a/
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Unit 4 WRITING – Writing Traditional Tales 

Overview 
 
Writers will enthusiastically be making their own traditional tales and fairy tales.  Students will write under the influence of mentor 
authors and tales while adding their own imagination to teach a traditional message that is modernized for readers today. Writers will 
continue to build their knowledge of writing small moments and learn to add details to oral and written stories as they act out, draft and 
revise. Acting out will help writers capture how their characters look and move and write dialogue, description and actions to help 
readers visualize and predict while they read. Writers and readers will study the language and structure of traditional tales and fairy tales 
and incorporate it into their own tales. Writing partnerships will grow in importance as writers try out new ideas with partners who will 
give feedback and suggestions to make the story even better.   Students will work with partners throughout this unit to imagine and take 
risks for new versions of traditional tales.   
 
21st Century Capacities: Imagining, Product Creation 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.6 
Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, 
and responding to texts, including using 
frequently occurring conjunctions to 
signal simple relationships (e.g., because). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3 
Write narratives in which they recount 
two or more appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details regarding 
what happened, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide some 
sense of closure. 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
1. Generate and capture ideas to pursue in future writing (Imagining). 
2. Use the writing process to thoughtfully produce and publish with a variety of tools for many intended 

audiences, purposes and messages. (Product Creation) 
Meaning:  

UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

3. Writers plan and use structures to match their 
audience and purpose 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
A. How do writers make traditional tales new and 

interesting? 
B. What is my purpose when I write traditional 

stories? 
C. How do writers invite readers right into their 

moments? 
D. How can I make a traditional story my own? 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/3/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5 
With guidance and support from adults, 
focus on a topic, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.6 
With guidance and support from adults, 
use a variety of digital tools to produce 
and publish writing, including in 
collaboration with peers. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4 
Describe people, places, things, and 
events with relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5 
Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify 
ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Content Vocabulary: Flat Characters, Hero, 

Villain, Character, Setting, Plot, Narrator, 
Dialogue, Description, Small Moment, 
Conflict, Problem, Solution, Lesson, 
Personification, Magic, Good vs. Evil, 
Repeating ideas, Happy Ending, plot 
mountain, transition words,  

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Planning and stories with a beginning, middle, 

and end. 
2. Using a plan to draft a story. 
3. Revising small moments to include actions, 

thoughts, feelings and dialogue. 
4. Using words and drawings together to convey 

meaning in a story. 
5. Using sensory details to build a tone and mood. 
6. Writing a beginning that engages readers in the 

setting of the story. 
7. Writing an ending that reveals the lesson learned 

in the story. 
8. Working with a writing partner to identify and 

pursue writing goals. 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/5/
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Unit 5 READING – Reading Rocks the Stage 

Overview 
 
This unit is a celebration of first grade reading growth with an emphasis on performance and collaboration. Students will revisit loved 
characters, tackle more complex texts with characters and learn how to analyze a scene and bring it to life as a performance.  In this unit, 
students will try many interpretations of scenes, question alternate views and use gestures, voice and narrators to help their readers 
understand the stories.  Students will take part in this reader’s theater without elaborate sets or costumes.  Students to be creative and 
expressive using only the simplest props to help convey meaning to their audience. 
 
Reading Skills: Envisioning, Analyzing 
21st Century Capacities: Product Creation, Collective Intelligence 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1 
Participate in collaborative conversations 
with diverse partners about grade 1 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.A 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics 
and texts under discussion). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.B 
Build on others' talk in conversations by 
responding to the comments of others 
through multiple exchanges. 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent critical thinkers. 

(collective intelligence, product creation) 
2. Engage in evidence-based discourse to consider multiple perspectives on a given topic. (Collective 

Intelligence) 
3. Evaluate the author’s message and purpose citing text evidence to support conclusions. (Product 

Creation) 
  

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Readers monitor their comprehension and 

use strategies when meaning breaks down. 
2. Readers use text structures and features to 

understand, question, and interpret text. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What is this text really about? What’s the real 

problem here? 
B. What clues help me know this character on the 

inside and outside? How can I bring that 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/b/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2 
Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.3 
Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is 
not understood. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4 
Identify words and phrases in stories or 
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.5 
Explain major differences between books 
that tell stories and books that give 
information, drawing on a wide reading of 
a range of text types. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.6 
Identify who is telling the story at various 
points in a text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.4 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency 
to support comprehension. 

3. Critical readers reflect on and question the 
text, consider different perspectives to 
examine author’s message. 

4. Readers support and elaborate on their 
interpretation with description and detail 
(both textual evidence and schema). 

5. Theme: Readers use  their voices and bodies 
to tell a story. 

6. Theme: Group members have jobs and roles 
in a performance.  They work together to 
include and support each other. 
 

character to life as an actor? 
C. Are there other ways to play this scene? 
D. Theme: Why collaborate?  What’s my role in 

this performance and how can we be successful 
together? 

 

Acquisition: 
Students will know…  
1. Actors use scripts to perform plays 
2. Content Vocabulary: Script, Play, Narrator, 

Scenery, Envisionment, Visualizing, 
Interpreting, character, inference, soundtrack, 
mood, gesture, expression,  

 

Students will be skilled at…  
1. Acting out scenes. 
2. Reading scenes closely to interpret gestures, 

faces and voices. 
3. Projecting voice expressively and clearly. 
4. Using face and body to convey meaning when 

acting. 
5. Rereading to develop expressive reading. 
6. Evaluating the quality of a text using 

characteristics of the genre to support stance. 
7. Reading a script with a group. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/4/
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Unit 5 WRITING – Writers Make Their Mark and Sell it to the World 

Overview 
 
In this unit, students will practice opinion writing in the form of writing about reading and book reviews. Students will have the 
opportunity to perform commercials for loved texts during a culminating readers’ theatre performance.  This unit is all about 
student engagement and writing to persuade with an opinion and an audience in mind.   
 
21st Century Capacities: Imagining, Product Creation 
 

Stage 1 - Desired Results   
ESTABLISHED GOALS/ STANDARDS  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1 
Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or name the book they 
are writing about, state an opinion, supply 
a reason for the opinion, and provide 
some sense of closure. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3 
Write narratives in which they recount 
two or more appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details regarding 
what happened, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide some 
sense of closure. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.1.C 
Ask questions to clear up any confusion 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 
 

Transfer: 
Students will be able to independently use their learning in new situations to...  
 
1. Generate and capture ideas to pursue in future writing (Imagining) 
2. Use the writing process to thoughtfully produce and publish with a variety of tools for many intended 

audiences, purposes and messages. (Product Creation) 
 

Meaning:  
UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will understand 
that: 
 
1. Writers explore ideas that are important to 

them for a variety of audiences, purposes, 
and messages. 

2. Writers use a cyclical process of planning, 
drafting, revising, editing, publishing and 
reflecting to make their writing better. 

3. Writers plan and use structures to match their 
audience, purpose and message. 

4. Theme: Writers help actors know how to 
bring a scene to life with voices, bodies and 
settings.  

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: Students will explore & 
address  these recurring questions:  
 
A. What’s the best way to convince my reader? 
B. How do writers get ideas to write about? 
C. How do performers help me revise my writing? 
D. How does my audience influence what I write 

and the way I write? 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/1/1/c/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.D 
Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 
peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and 
adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., 
large, gigantic) by defining or choosing 
them or by acting out the meanings. 
 

 
 
 

Acquisition: 
Students will know… 
  
1. Scripts include directions for actors/readers. 
2. Content Vocabulary: Book Review, Opinion, 

Persuade, Claim, Comparison, Commercial, 
Speech, Audience, Reader, Performance, 
Articulate, Gesture, Emphasis, Empathy 

Students will be skilled at… 
  
1. Stating a claim. 
2. Using punctuation and bold words for emphasis. 
3. Using resources to edit spelling. 
4. Providing evidence to support claim. 
5. Speaking clearly  
 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/1/5/d/

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas:
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.5
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.8
	Craft and Structure:
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:

