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 Grade 8 French - Unit 4 - Tres a la mode! 
 

 

Unit Focus 
How you dress tells a lot about who you are, what you like to do, and where you live. Students will discuss what clothing they wear and why, and what that reflects about them (e.g. Are they athletic? 
artistic? crafty? etc!). They will compare that to what teens are wearing around the francophone world. As they dig deeper into the purpose/meaning of different articles of clothing, they will explore 
the cultural differences in how to give and accept compliments. Throughout the unit students will expand their knowledge of verb conjugations both in the past and present and grammatical concepts 
such as direct object pronouns.  

 
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 
World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (All) 
C.1 COMMUNICATION - Communicate effectively in more 
than one language in order to function in a variety of 
situations and for multiple purposes 
• C.1.1 Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, feelings and 
opinions 
• C.1.3 Presentational Communication: Learners present 
information, concepts, and ideas to inform explain, 
persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or viewers 
C.2 CULTURES - Interact with cultural competence and 
understanding 
• C.2.2 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
relationship between the products and perspectives of the 
cultures studied. 
C.3 CONNECTIONS - Connect with other disciplines and 
acquire information and diverse perspectives in order to use 
the language to function in academic and career related 
situations 
• C.3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: 
Learners access and evaluate information and diverse 
perspectives that are available through the language and its 
cultures 
C.4 COMPARISONS - Develop insight into the nature of 

T1 Produce clear and coherent statements through attention to detail (e.g., purpose, task, audience, appropriate vocabulary, sentence 
structure) 
 
T2 Compare and contrast cultures to make connections, recognize patterns, and/or develop generalizations. 
 
T3 Gather information from a variety of resources and perspectives to build cultural context. 

MEANING 
UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 The examination of cultural products and practices creates 
opportunities to better understand and appreciate another culture and 
its people. 
 
U2 Spontaneous and appropriate responses are vital to keep the 
discourse flowing around a common topic/goal. (Interpersonal) 
 
U3 Effective communicators make linguistic choices about how to 
deliver their message. (Presentational Communication) 
 
U4 Comparison of cultural products and practices with our own 
creates opportunities to better understand and appreciate each culture 
and its people. 

Q1 Is what I'm saying and doing culturally appropriate? 

Q2 How do cultural differences impact how people react and 
interact? 

Q3 What am I trying to say and how do I say it? 

Q4 How can reading in French build my French proficiency? 
 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 
KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 Conjugation of regular IR verbs (2eme groupe): maigrir, grossir, 
grandir, choisir, finir, rougir 

K2 Present & past tense of clothing verbs: porter (to wear/to carry) & 

S1 Conjugating IR verbs in present & past 

S2 Conjugating porter & mettre in present & past tenses. 



Madison Public Schools | July 2017 2 
 

STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
language and culture in order to interact with cultural 
competence 
• C.4.1 Language Comparisons: Learners use the language 
to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language 
through comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
• C.4.2 Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to 
investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
 
 
Student Growth and Development 21st Century 
Capacities Matrix 
Collaboration/Communication 
• Collective Intelligence: Students will be able to work 
respectfully and responsibly with others, exchanging and 
evaluating ideas to achieve a common objective. 
• Presentation: Students will be able to relay information and 
ideas to an authentic audience (other than the teacher) to 
promote collective understanding. 
 

mettre (to put on/to wear/to place) 

K3 Expression for compliments/criticisms [See Stage 3 for list] 

K4 Direct Object Pronouns: le/la/les 

K5 Review of conversational store expressions: [See Stage 3 for list] 

K6 Clothing vocabulary: Student-generated. (Basic list available- 
See Stage 3), 
 

S3 Complimenting/Criticising other's clothing in a culturally 
appropriate manner. 

S4 Identifying & using Direct Object Pronouns (DOPs). 

S5 Communicating in store setting. 

S6 Communicating about clothing. 
 

 


