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 Mandarin 3 - Unit 3 - Let's Go to a Movie! 
 

 

Unit Focus 
Unit 3 of Mandarin 3 will introduce the students to some more leisure activities. These leisure activities include t.v., movies, music, and other activities you might expect for a date. Students will be 
immersed in the world of Chinese Opera, Dragon and Lion Dancing, and even instruments unique to China. Students will learn how to speak in the past tense by placing the character 过 after a verb.  

Within this unit there will be a mini-conversational unit, allowing students to practice speaking to another student about hobbies, dating, and general interests.  

Students will then start adding the past tense into their conversations, reviewing all that they have done up to this point in Mandarin, and make sentences about their childhood or other past 
experiences.  

The unit will culminate in the students writing an email to their date after going out with them. They will write about their experiences while on the date and will decide whether or not to continue 
dating or to outright reject them.  

 
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 
World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (All) 
C.1 COMMUNICATION - Communicate effectively in more 
than one language in order to function in a variety of 
situations and for multiple purposes 
• C.1.1 Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, feelings and 
opinions 
• C.1.2 Interpretive Communication: Learner understand, 
interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 
variety of topics 
• C.1.3 Presentational Communication: Learners present 
information, concepts, and ideas to inform explain, 
persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or viewers 
C.2 CULTURES - Interact with cultural competence and 
understanding 
• C.2.1 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
relationship between the practices and perspectives of the 

T1 Initiate communication on and respond effectively to a given topic based on interactions/exchanges. 
 
T2 Produce clear and coherent statements through attention to detail (e.g., purpose, task, audience, appropriate vocabulary, sentence 
structure) 
 

MEANING 
UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 Effective communicators make linguistic choices about how to 
deliver their message. (Presentational Communication) 
 
U2 Spontaneous and appropriate responses are vital to keep the 
discourse flowing around a common topic/goal. (Interpersonal) 
 
U3 Effective readers, listeners, and viewers access texts (e.g., film, 
interviews, blogs, artwork) and examine the author's, speaker's, or 
director's choices that affect its use. 
 
U4 One can use language skills to pursue personal interests and 
broaden his/her opportunities. 
 

Q1 What am I trying to say and how do I say it? 
 
Q2 How do I select and use information to support my ideas? 
 
Q3 How can I connect with people (right now) who speak 
another language? 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
cultures studied. 
C.4 COMPARISONS - Develop insight into the nature of 
language and culture in order to interact with cultural 
competence 
• C.4.1 Language Comparisons: Learners use the language 
to investigate, explain, and reflect on the nature of language 
through comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
• C.4.2 Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to 
investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
C.5 COMMUNITIES - Communicate and interact with 
cultural competence in order to participate in multilingual 
communities at home and around the world 
• C.5.1 School and Global Communities: Learners use the 
language both within and beyond the classroom to interact 
and collaborate in their community and the globalized 
world. 
• C.5.2 Lifelong Learning: Learners set goals and reflect on 
their progress in using languages for enjoyment, enrichment, 
and advancement. 
 
 
Student Growth and Development 21st Century 
Capacities Matrix 
Creative Thinking 
• Imagining: Students will be able to conceive of a novel 
approach to create a text, performance, solution, application, 
or inquiry. 
 

KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 
K1 Vocabulary: TV/Movies + Leisure  
休闲， 无聊，有意思，节目，频道，过，部，场，次，张，迷，电视剧
，比赛，动画片儿，新闻，天气预报，功夫，科幻，电影，票，搞错

，一天到晚， 周末 
 
K2 Grammar: 
Verb+ 过 =to state past experience  
Modal Verbs -  
你周末都做什么？What do you usually do on the weekend? 
Use 会 to state you can do something with skill.  
Use 在+verb to state an ongoing action.  
我对 something 有/没有 兴趣。I am / not interested in something.  
Use 吧 in the end of the sentence to state a suggestion or mild 
command. 
 
K3 Conversational/Commands Vocabulary: 
sports/celebrity/TV + 迷 to be a fan (addicted) of sports/celebrity/TV 
这个周末有空吗？Are you free this weekend? 
我们什么时候去（do something together)？When are we going (do 
something together? ) 
几点去？ (what time?) 
别+verb +了--to state don't do +verb /to give advice  
 
K4 Vocabulary - Measure words: 热门， 音乐会， 球迷，球赛
，拉， 小提琴，中提琴，大提琴，弹，钢琴， 教，吉他，古典，晚会, 对.....
兴趣 
 

S1 Speaking about past experience 

S2 Stating preferences about activities, fandoms, and other 
leisure activities 

S3 Speaking, Writing, and Typing proper characters and with 
proper tones. 

S4 Responding appropriately to a situation, using proper and 
appropriate behaviors and language (mild commands, who pays 
for dates in China, et al.) 

 

 

 


