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 Grade 3 - Unit 1 - ¿Qué tiempo hace hoy? (What is the weather like today?) 
 

 

Unit Focus 
 
This unit begins to introduce grade 3 students to the cultures of different Spanish speaking countries through music. Students will begin to identify where Spanish is spoken on a map, play traditional 
instruments, sing and dance to music in the target language. With this cultural knowledge students will then identify and discuss the varying weather patterns around the world. Students will 
collaborate with peers as they work on orally producing Spanish in order to increase their proficiency. Students will ultimately serve as a meteorologist for the International Weather Channel and 
broadcast the weather of a variety of Spanish speaking countries. 

 
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 

ESTABLISHED GOALS TRANSFER 
World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (All) 
C.1 COMMUNICATION - Communicate effectively in more 
than one language in order to function in a variety of 
situations and for multiple purposes 
• C.1.1 Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share information, reactions, feelings and 
opinions 
• C.1.2 Interpretive Communication: Learner understand, 
interpret, and analyze what is heard, read, or viewed on a 
variety of topics 
• C.1.3 Presentational Communication: Learners present 
information, concepts, and ideas to inform explain, 
persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using 
appropriate media and adapting to various audiences of 
listeners, readers, or viewers 
C.2 CULTURES - Interact with cultural competence and 
understanding 
• C.2.2 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners 
use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
relationship between the products and perspectives of the 
cultures studied. 
C.4 COMPARISONS - Develop insight into the nature of 
language and culture in order to interact with cultural 
competence 
• C.4.2 Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to 

T1 Read, listen, or view text to comprehend information and identify what's important and/or personally meaningful. 
 
T2 Gather information from a variety of resources and perspectives to build cultural context. 
 
T3 Produce clear and coherent statements through attention to detail (e.g., purpose, task, audience, appropriate vocabulary, sentence 
structure) 

MEANING 
UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

U1 Effective readers/ listeners/ viewers examine the linguistic 
choices that the author/ speaker/ producer made that affect 
interpretation and comprehension. (Interpretive Communication) 

U2 Effective communicators make linguistic choices about how to 
deliver their message. (Presentational Communication) 

U3 One can acquire information through the use of technology. 
 

Q1 What does the source or text say? What does it mean? 

Q2 What am I trying to say and how do I say it? 

Q3 How do I select and use information to support my ideas? 

Q4 How is the Spanish speaking world similar to mine? 
 

ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL 
KNOWLEDGE SKILLS 

K1 Weather related high frequency words (group 1): Hace frío, Hace 
calor, Hace fresco, Hace sol, Está lloviendo, Está nevando 

K2 Prepositions of location - Cerca de and lejos de  

K3 Weather related high frequency words (group 2): hay: un 

S1 Locating a variety of Spanish speaking countries on a map 

S2 Identifying weather patterns in different Spanish speaking 
countries 

S3 Demonstrating listening comprehension of texts with high 
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STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS – KEY UNDERSTANDINGS 
investigate, explain, and reflect on the concept of culture 
through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
 
 
Student Growth and Development 21st Century 
Capacities Matrix 
Collaboration/Communication 
• Presentation: Students will be able to relay information and 
ideas to an authentic audience (other than the teacher) to 
promote collective understanding. 
 

tornado, un huracán, un arco iris, tormenta 

K4 Weather related expressions: Qué tiempo hace hoy? Hace buen 
tiempo. Hace mal tiempo. 

K5 Weather related high frequency words (group 3): Hace viento 
and Está nublado 

K6 Geographical location of Spanish speaking countries on a map 
(Puerto Rico, Mexico...) 

K7 Basic information about the Spanish speaking world (e.g. music, 
weather patterns, etc) 
 

frequency vocabulary by using accurate images and appropriate 
gestures.  

S4 Identifying and using high frequency words in context. 

S5 Comparing aspects of the Spanish speaking world with my 
own. 
 

 

 


