
AP Psychology 2017-2018 
Summer Assignment 
 
Welcome…You have signed up to take AP Psychology next year 2017-2018. As 
instructors of Psychology we hope to peak your interest and your academic curiosity as 
we work our way through a demanding course. 
 
Summer assignment: 
 
You will: 

1. Read “Blink” by Malcolm Gladwell (see attached instructions for this 
assignment) 40 points  

2. You can also use quizlet (http://quizlet.com/subject/ap-psychology-myers/) 
which has many resources to help you in your work. 

http://quizlet.com/subject/ap-psychology-myers/


  
 

Blink: The Power of Thinking without  
Thinking 

 
By: Malcolm Gladwell 

 
 
Part I: Read the text. Highlight and write notes as you go along in your book. Think 
about parts that you thought were intriguing or stood out or maybe you had never thought 
about.  
 
Part II: Write three one page journal entries about different experiences over the summer 
that you had observed or you may have been in a situation that was similar to what 
Gladwell talks about in Blink. OR in which you thought about Blink and then assessed a 
situation differently.  
 
Part III: What are your reactions to this book? Did you like it or not? What are some of 
the things you might criticize or believe should be researched more? (Length of this is not 
predetermined… feel free to write away.) This is not a formal book review but a personal 
assessment of how this book either did or did not make you think!  
 

According to the University of North Carolina …Which fields of -study allow the 
use of “I”? 
 
The rules for this are changing.  
 
For the Social Sciences: Some social scientists try to avoid “I” for the same 
reasons that other scientists do. But first person is becoming more commonly 
accepted, especially when the writer is describing his/her project or perspective. 
Use your best judgment and ensure a professional response. 
 
Format: Times New Roman 12 Font, 1 inch margins, double-spaced with a cover 
sheet that as a minimum has your name, assignment and the date. 

 
The journal entries and book assessment/review are to be submitted as one document/4 
parts to turnitin.com.  Turnitin accepts only one download so consolidate your 
documents. 
 
This assignment is worth a total of 40 points, 10 points each for the three journal entries 
and 10 for your assessment of the book.   
 
 
RUBRIC for each entry 
 
Exceeds expectations 



 
The student understands not only the objective but also the implications of the 
assignment. The student makes strong arguments for their observation (s) and makes 
outstanding and creative links between the event and the book.                        8-10 points 
 
Meets expectations 
 
The student understands the objective of the assignment.  They create supporting detail 
that shows a link from the book to their observations with analysis that shows an 
understanding of the topic                                                                                    6-8 points 
 
 
Meets some expectations 
 
The student requires additional explanations to show an understanding of the assignment.  
The observations lack some connections to the book and leave the reader with questions 
about the topics chosen.                                                                                       4-6 points 
 
Does not meet expectations 
 
The student misinterprets significant elements of the assignment and provides limited 
connection between the observations and the book.  Shows limited motivation or 
understanding of the assignment.                                                                         1-3 points 
 
 
 
Send your Blink paper to turnitin.com 
 
 Class ID is 15548863 
 Password is:  dhhs (all lower case) 
 
This class on turnitin is for the summer assignment only and new classes will be set up by 
your instructor as class assignments/schedules are made and your instructor is assigned. 
 
If you have not used turnitin.com before you must sign in as a student and then sign in to 
the class (intuitive…you can do it).   
 
Paper must be submitted by the first week of school (earlier will be appreciated) 
 
No hardcopy of this paper is required 
 
Summer Checklist: 
 
______ actively read Blink 
______ 3 one page journal entries + response to book 
______Send to turnitin.com by first week of school (or earlier) 


